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If you’re still confused, consult 
an accountant or tax advisor for 
information on your W-2.  
www.intuit.com can also lead you 
to an accountant in your area.

For the specified state, this is your wages for 
the year that are taxable for state income tax 
withholding. These wages may or may not be 
the same as box 1 wages being reported.

This reflects any distributions 
made to you from a nonqualified 
plan or nongovernmental section 
457(b) plan. It may also show any 
deferrals (plus earnings) under a 
nonqualified or any section 457(b) 
plan that became taxable for 
social security and Medicare taxes 
during the year (but were for prior 
year services).

This shows any tips that you 
reported. The total of boxes 3 
and 7 should not be more than 
$97,500.

Your employer may use this to 
help them identify your W-2.

This shows all your wages and 
tips that are taxed for Medicare.  
The amount of taxes withheld is 
to the right in box 6.

Amount of state tax withheld 
for the state being reported.

Total wages paid subject to a specific locality’s tax.  
Some localities do not require wages to be report 
so this box may be blank even though box 19 has 
a tax amount being reported.

Federal income tax withheld 
from your pay.

This box shows your total pay for 
the year, minus certain elective 
deferrals, such as 401(k) plans.

Social security tax withheld 
from your pay.

This shows your wages 
(excluding tips), up to $97,500, 
that are taxed for Social Security.  
The amount of taxes withheld is 
to the right in box 4.

Medicare tax withheld from 
your pay.

This is the amount deducted 
from your wages for dependent 
care, such as flex spending for 
day care. It may also include 
contributions made by your 
employer for dependent care.

Applies to additional taxes 
or deductions not otherwise 
covered in the W-2.

Name or code of the local 
jurisdiction that wages and/
or tax is being report in boxes 
18 and/or 19.

A local tax withheld from your pay.


